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I.  The Thesis Introduced – 2:14a
“What does it profit, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can faith save him?”
A. The Thesis Stated – “There is no Profit to Faith without Good Works”
B. Terms Defined 

1. Faith – Hebrews 11:1

 “substance of things hoped for”

It gives confidence in God’s promise to you. The object of faith is God’s Word. Every promise that God makes to you from eternal salvation to daily bread and a home in heaven requires faith.

 “evidence of things not seen” - the unseen things, i.e.: angels, demons, and the Holy Spirit.
a. You need faith to enter Christian life – (John 3:16; 3:36)

b. You need faith to live the Christian Life – (Hebrews 11:6)

2. Works
a. The Unbeliever’s Works done as an Attempt to Earn Salvation -  
Roman Catholicism - Works are required for eternal salvation.

Reformed - works are not required, but are necessary for eternal salvation. Works must accompany faith.

Free Grace – works are neither required, nor necessary for eternal salvation, it is a free gift from God, to be received, not earned, gained or profited.

Galatians 2:16

“knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law but by faith in Jesus Christ,”
Ephesians 2:8–9

“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.”

Titus 5:5

“not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us.”

b. The Believer’s Works are done as an Expression of his Faith
Matthew 5:16  

 “Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.”

1 Peter 2:12

“…having your conduct honorable among the Gentiles, that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may, by your good works which they observe, glorify God in the day of visitation.”

Titus 3:8

“…those who have believed in God should be careful to maintain good works. These things are good and profitable to men.”

One passage uses “works” both meanings,
Ephesians 2:8-10

“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast. For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.”

c. The Believer’s Works are done in order to Profit Physical and Spiritual Blessings
“Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for when he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.” (1:12)

Titus 3:8

“…those who have believed in God should be careful to maintain good works.  These things are good and profitable to men.”

I Timothy 4:7-8

“But reject profane and old wives’ fables, and exercise yourself toward godliness. For bodily exercise profits a little, but godliness is profitable for all things, having promise of the life that now is and of that which is to come.”

But we all need to focus on spiritual works, because faith without works is not only profitless, it is dead.  It is worthless to us, worthless to those around us and worst of all it is worthless to God, Himself.

In which sense is James using the word “works” here?

1). Not Unbeliever’s Works – James calls them brothers 15 times.

2). Believer’s Works -- James uses works of believers only, not unbelievers.

A brother or sister in need (1:15) - In order to help a brother or sister, you must be a brother or sister.

Abraham –A believer (1:21) – “And he believed God and he was accounted it to him for righteousness.” (Gen 15:6)

Rahab – A believer (1:25) – She received the messengers and hid the spies (Joshua 2).

3. Save
The word save “sozo” is used in the book of James 5x’s - 1:21; 2:14; 4:12; 5:15; 5:20. 

 “Therefore lay aside all filthiness and overflow of wickedness, and receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls/life.” (1:21)

“What does it profit, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can faith save him?” (2:14)

“There is one Lawgiver, who is able to save and to destroy. Who are you to judge another?” (4:12)

“And the prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise him up.” (5:15)

“let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his way will save a soul from death and cover a multitude of sins.” (5:20)
Conclusion: Faith and works are inseparable in order to save the believer’s life from the loss of blessings and an unprofitable life. Hearing and doing, faith and works “bring about the righteous life that God desires.” (1:20) [NIV] “A faithful man will abound with blessings,” (Proverbs 28:20)
James is likened to wisdom literature, like Proverbs,
Wisdom and Understanding will “deliver you from the way of evil,” (2:12)
“A crown of glory she [wisdom] will deliver to you.” (4:9)
“…through knowledge the righteous will be delivered.” (11:9)
“…whoever walks wisely will be delivered.” (28:26)
“The righteous is delivered from trouble, and it comes to the wicked instead.” (11:8)
“…the wicked will fall by his own wickedness. The righteousness of the upright will deliver them.” (11:5-6) [NASU]
You shall beat him [child] with a rod, and deliver his soul from hell/death.” (23:14)

“Whoever walks blamelessly will be saved, but he who is perverse in his ways will suddenly fall.” (28:18)

“Fools, because of their transgression, and because of their iniquities, were afflicted. Their soul abhorred all manner of food, and they drew near to the gates of death. Then they cried out to the LORD in their trouble, and He saved them out of their distresses. He sent His word and healed them, and delivered them from their destructions.” (Psalm 107:17-20)
     So whoever listens to the Word intently, putting it into practice, showing his faith with works of love and mercy, and enduring trials joyfully will be greatly blessed. The faithful persevering servant will enjoy an abundantly rich life now, and in the future coming Kingdom on the new heaven and new earth, and will be temporally saved from the natural consequences of wickedness, physical and emotional afflictions, added trouble, sickness and even early physical death.
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Key Question: What kind of salvation is James talking about? Many assume that he is talking about salvation from penalty of sin. This salvation takes two forms:

1. A man has to do works in order to be saved. So faith and works are necessary for salvation.

 Believe and…
              1. Confess Jesus as the Lord (before men)
              2. Be Baptized

              3.  Repent (feel sorrow) of your sins and promise not to do them anymore.

              4.  Promise to Serve the Lord – “give your life to Him”
              5.  Make Jesus Lord of your Life



6.  Desire to be Obedient to His Commands
              7.  Continue in Good Works until the end of your Life
If you have to do something for your eternal salvation then, when you stop doing it you lose it.

2. Only faith is necessary for eternal salvation, if you make a profession, decision, and pray the prayer, come forward, if you believe on Jesus for eternal life, BUT then if you don’t have works, (doing something) you are not eternally saved. That faith is NOT real or genuine faith – the kind of faith that James describes. They argue that there are two kinds of faith that saves eternally – “believing” and “really believing”.
Their Argument: There is a small Greek word, “” which is not translated in the KJV. It is the word “the” which is often left untranslated especially with abstract nouns, like “faith”. Other version translate “the”,

· “Can such faith save him?” [NIV]

· “Can that faith save Him? [NASB]

· “Can his faith save Him? [RSV]

· “Will that kind of faith save anyone? [TLB]

     What they mean is, if a man believes and does not have works, that kind of faith can’t save him. [This explanation is found in almost every commentary]. Therefore, they say there are






Two Kinds of Faith
Faith 



Saving Faith
 

      Faith without Works 

   Faith with Works

Believing 


 Really Believing



      Intellectual Accent

       Heart Faith

The Problem: Article of Previous Reference.
1)  The article, “the”, is often used with abstract nouns, such as love, faith, hope and is not to be translated.

2) The article “the” is used with the word faith five times in this section, and is not translated,

“Thus also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead.” (2:17)

“But someone will say, “You have faith, and I have works.” (2:18)

“But do you want to know, O foolish man, that faith without works is dead? (2:20) [“that” is a translation of another word and not of the article. “that” as a demonstrative pronoun is in none of these verses. Check out any translation.]

“Do you see that faith was working together with his works, and by works faith was made perfect?” (2:22)

“For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also.” (2:26)

This argument is not the proper answer to the apparent dilemma.

The Meaning of the Word Save, Saved, or Salvation - The Basic Meaning is Deliverance:

1. Spiritual Deliverance - From the:
a. Penalty of Sin - Justification

Ephesians 2:8-9

“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.”
b. Power of Sin - Sanctification

Philippians 2:12-13

“Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who works in you both to will and to do for His good pleasure.”

c. Presence of Sin – Glorification

Romans 13:11

“And do this, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep; for now our salvation is nearer than when we first believed.”

2. Physical Deliverance

a. From Illness (Mark 5:23)

b. From Physical Danger 

Peter walking on water (Matthew 14:30)

“But he who endures to the end shall be saved.” (Matthew 24:13)

c. Physical Death - Sin can result in physical death - Examples:

Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 5:1)

The man who had his father’s wife (1 Corinthians 5:1)

Those partaking of the Lord’s Table in an unworthy manner (1 Corinthians 11:29-32)

I John 5:16

“If anyone sees his brother sinning a sin which does not lead to death, he will ask, and He will give him life for those who commit sin not leading to death.  There is sin leading to death, I do not say that he should pray about that.”

Question: Which of the possible meanings best fit this passage in James? Answer:
1.  Deliverance from the power of sin
a. He is talking about how the believer should live, exhorting them to better lives and service.

b. It would not violate salvation by “Faith alone in Christ alone”

But he has been speaking specifically about “saving a soul from death”.

2.  James uses “save” of physical death:

“Therefore lay aside all filthiness and overflow of wickedness, and receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls/life.” (1:21)

“let him know that he who turns a  sinner from the error of his way will save a soul from death and cover a multitude of sins.” (5:20)

I could see either of these two here, but saving a person’s life fits the context better.

Conclusion:
Commentaries on James 2:14f
James 2:14

“…it is after a man is converted, showing that that faith can have no value which is not followed by good works; that is, that it is not real faith, and that good works are necessary if a man would have evidence that he is justified. 

“…it is implied in this question that faith cannot save him, for very often the most emphatic way of making an affirmation is by asking a question. The meaning here is, that that faith which does not produce good works, or which would not produce holy living if fairly acted out, will save no man, for it is not genuine faith.

James 2:18

“That is, you who maintain that faith is enough to prove the existence of religion; that a man may be justified and saved by that alone, or where it does not develop itself in holy living; or that all that is necessary in order to be saved is merely to believe. Let the reality of any such faith as that be shown, if it can be; let any real faith be shown to exist without a life of good works, and the point will be settled.”  

James 2:19

He must have a faith which will produce another effect altogether-that which will lead to a holy life.  (Barnes' Notes, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1997 by Biblesoft)
James 2:14

“Luther, supposing that James did actually teach the doctrine of justification by works…”
 “…men have spent much time in striving to reconcile these two writers, and to show that Paul and James perfectly accord; one teaching the pure doctrine, the other guarding men against the abuse of it.”
 “…refutes not the doctrine of Paul, but the error of those who abused it. There is therefore no contradiction between the apostles; they both delivered the truth of God, but in a different manner, as having to do with different kinds of men.

 “It is not though he have faith, but though he say, I have faith. Here therefore true living faith is meant. But in other parts of the argument the apostle speaks of a dead imaginary faith. He does not therefore teach that true faith can, but that it cannot, subsist without works. Nor does he oppose faith to works, but that empty name of faith to real faith working by love.”
“Since the Jews in general were very strenuous in maintaining the necessity of good works or righteousness in order to justification, wholly neglecting the doctrine of faith, it is not to be wondered at that those who were converted, and saw the absolute necessity of faith in order to their justification, should have gone into the contrary extreme.”
“…pretending to have faith,”
“This is the faith in which these persons put their hope of pleasing God, and of obtaining eternal life.”
“instructed in the nature of true saving faith.”
(from Adam Clarke's Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1996 by Biblesoft)

